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NEWSLETTER 

Dear All,  

Welcome to the 
Spring edition of the 
Greengrid Taskforce 
Newsletter! 

First of all, looking 
back at some of our 
projects over the Winter……  

This Winter has seen the 
Greengrid Taskforce out and 

about across South Essex 
for some traditional winter 
task days, coppicing at 
West Wood and scrub 
clearing at Nevendon 
Bushes in Basildon to name 
a couple.   

The winter weather in 
J a n u a r y  s a w  t h e 
rescheduling of a number of 
our task days due to the 
snow and ice.  

We would like 
to give a 
s p e c i a l 
welcome to 
the new 
v o l u n t e e r s 

who decided 
to come out 

and join us and brave the 
cold weather!   

Tree planting was also on 
our winter agenda and we 
managed to reach our 
target of 2000 trees which 

were planted at a number of 
sites across the region 
including Bel fa irs  in  
Southend  and Cherry 
Orchard Country Park in 
Rochford. 

Looking forward to our next 
task diary and to some 

sunshine (hopefully!)….. 

A brownfield site in Basildon 
provides a fascinating 
insight into wildlife habitats 
associated with this type of 
site. Tasks will include scrub 
clearing and habitat 

management.  

With favourites such as  
Chalkwell Park wildlife 
garden and Bumblebee Park 
there is sure to be 
something for everyone this 
Spring.  

For details of all our 
forthcoming task days see 
our attached task diary or 
check out the Groundwork 
South Essex website.  

Jackie and Ginette 

Greengrid Taskforce 
Officers  

See page 4 

for more info. 

International Year of Biodiversity- by Sharon Cattermole 
2010 is more than a New Year and a new decade; it is the International Year of Biodiversity. In 2002 the United Nations 
agreed to focus on safeguarding the variety of life on Earth, essential for sustaining natural living systems and 
ecosystems that ensure the survival of this planet. 

 

Throughout the year events will take place all over the world. In the UK the Natural History Museum will co-ordinate a 
national campaign involving 190 organisations. Activities include talks, exhibitions and citizen science experiments.  

 

Projects range from the planting of elms in schools with the Great British Elm Experiment run by the Conservation 
Foundation to The Environment Agency looking at the state of river habitats.  

 

The recent harsh weather will have an impact on our wildlife this year and surveys run 
by national organisations will help to monitor numbers. Some of the projects include:  

 

• The Golden Great Nut Hunt run by the People’s Trust for Endangered Species  

• The OPAL Air survey of lichens in conjunction with the Natural History Museum  

• The UK Ladybird Survey helping to identify the 46 species in the UK  

• The Evolution megalab monitoring the evolution of the common little snail  

The county of Essex is one of the most bio diverse in the country. From the thriving dormice population in Belfair’s Park, 
lichen in Chafford Gorge and Nevendon Bushes to snails at Noak Bridge Nature Reserve and bats at Hadleigh Castle 
Country Park . Just some of the areas worked on by Greengrid Taskforce volunteers.  
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Beside the Lake at Doggetts Inside the Kitchen Garden Wall  

Down by the River at Hullbridge  

Do you have any photographs taken 

on our volunteer task days or of 

views across South Essex.  

If so, we would love to see them and 

may publish them in one of our next 

newsletters. Please send your    

photographs 

to us at the   

address 

shown on the 

back page. 

Some of the reasons people have 
volunteered with Greengrid over 
the last couple of years include:  

 

“I started volunteering in May 
2009 after a friend suggested 
finding something outdoorsy 
through SAVS, and was kindly 
accepted some months ago,” 

Paul Paul Paul Paul  

 

“I liked the idea of doing 
something voluntary and also 
hopefully making a difference to 
the environment.” 

VinceVinceVinceVince  

“It’s been 
nice to 
discover 
places like 
Belton Hills 
in Leigh 
and 
Doggetts 
Wildlife 
Area in 
Rochford 
and being 

able to help care for them has 
made me more aware of how 
important local nature reserves 

such as these are. “ IanIanIanIan  
 

“Joining Greengrid has really 
helped my confidence and given 
me something else to focus on.” 

SharonSharonSharonSharon  
 

“I wanted to pursue my outdoor 
interests which included some 
kind of voluntary work.” 

RayRayRayRay  
 

“I had been looking for something 
rewarding and interesting to do 
outside of work and I definitely 
found it!” 

GinetteGinetteGinetteGinette 

VOLUNTEER STORIES ~ 

    What inspired you to join the Greengrid Taskforce   What inspired you to join the Greengrid Taskforce   What inspired you to join the Greengrid Taskforce   What inspired you to join the Greengrid Taskforce       

Favourite Photos from the Greengrid Taskforce! 
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Through the greenhouse window  Reflections in the pond at Noak Bridge  



Tree planting  

The Greengrid Taskforce were 

busy planting trees at sites 

across South Essex over this 

years winter tree planting 

season, reaching a total of 

over 2000 trees to achieve 

our target for this year.  

Winter Task Day review…... 

Nevendon Bushes / Noak Bridge Nature Reserve  

Over the winter period we returned to Nevendon Bushes and 

visited a new site at Noak Bridge in Basildon.  Both of these sites 

are located within local housing estates and provide valuable 

green space for wildlife within an urban environment.  

Tasks included coppicing to create 

woodland glades and scrub clearance 

to allow light to reach the ground level 

and enable flowering plants to grow 

and flourish.  We hope to return to 

these sites in the future to see the 

results of our work. 
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Coming up this Spring …………….. 

Untidy Industries, Pitsea   

As part of the South Essex 

Stepping Stones for Wildlife 

project we will be working with 

the charity Buglife on number of 

brownfield sites in South Essex 

to protect the important wildlife 

habitats that these provide. The sites have been 

selected because of the rare, scarce, UK and local 

Biodiversity Action Plan priority invertebrate species 

they support, or have the potential to support.  

The first of these sites is 

located close to Pitsea 

Railway Station and will 

provide volunteers an 

opportunity to discover 

the different habitats 

offered by these unique 

brownfield sites which 

offer an important 

resource for wildlife.  

Bumblebee Park  

Following on from 

our assistance with 

the planting and 

maintenance of 

Bumblebee park 

last year the 

Greengrid Taskforce 

are planning to help to maintain this area 

throughout 2010. Project days are planned 

throughout the year, see task diary for details. 

A recent addition to 

the garden is this large 

bumblebee sculpture 

which was designed to 

celebrate the shrill 

carder bee, a rare 

species of bumblebee 

found to live in this 

area of Canvey Island. 

Woodland work 
at Belfairs 

A return visit to 

Belfairs Wood Nature 

Reserve allowed us to    

continue our 

clearance of the area 

that we started on 

earlier in the year. It was interesting to see the 

progress made since our last visit with a 

number of different species (including orchids) 

which had begun to grow now that the light had 

been allowed to reach this previously wooded 

area.  

On a second visit 

to Belfairs Wood, 

on a cold and crisp 

February day, we 

planted 200 trees 

in a previously 

coppiced area to 

help regenerate an 

area of this 

woodland.  

Do you know of any sites around South Essex 

that could benefit from the services of the 

Greengrid Taskforce?  We always welcome 

suggestions from volunteers for new sites which 

we could help to improve by scrub clearing, 

planting or organising a clean up event. 

Please get in touch if you know of a site 

and we will see if and how we could help! 

Chalkwell Park Wildlife 
Garden  

Returning to this popular site 

in Southend in May we will be 

helping to remove invasive 

species to maintain this 

garden for wildlife.  

Tree planting at Cherry Orchard Country Park  



Volunteer With Us! 

Why not join us as a practical 

conservation volunteer in south Essex? 

We always need an extra pair of hands!  

Contact the office for a volunteer 

information pack. 

Groundwork South Essex is a charitable Trust within the East of England Region which aims to deliver environmental projects 

through local partnerships.        Registered charity no 1120250, Company no 6208748. 

 

 

 

If you want to ‘Do One Thing’ for biodiversity in 2010 here are 
some suggestions:  

 

Learn how to identity 12 birds this year  

 

Go on a bat walk with the Bat Conservation trust  

 

 

Go on an ancient tree hunt  

 

Visit 5000 acres of historic parkland in London for free 

 

Take part in Green Wave activities on Earth Day May 22. Green 
Wave is a global campaign to educate children and youth about 
biodiversity. http://greenwave.cbd.int/en/home 

 

Better still join the Greengrid Taskforce on a task day and 
help biodiversity in action by coppicing, scrub bashing and 

tree planting. 

Why not ‘Do One Thing’ in 2010 and help make 

biodiversity matter this year. 

 

 

A single mature tree can release enough oxygen back into the 

atmosphere to support 2 human beings!  

Source: http://www.coloradotrees.org/benefits.htm#10  

Groundwork South Essex 

The Green Room 

Council Offices 

Kiln Road, Thundersley 

Benfleet, Essex   SS7 1TF 

 

Phone: 01268 752368 

Fax: 01268 756475 

 

jackie.humberstone@groundwork.org.uk 

ginette.braithwaite@groundwork.org.uk  

Visit our website: 

www.groundwork-southessex.org.uk 

Contact details   

Dates of Interest for Your Dates of Interest for Your Dates of Interest for Your Dates of Interest for Your 

Diary!  Diary!  Diary!  Diary!      
20 March  First Day of Spring.  

21 March  World Forestry Day is an 

international event which has been 

celebrated around the world for 30 years 

to remind communities of the importance 

of forests and the many benefits which we 

gain from them 

22 April  Earth Day   

Earth Day is a name used for two different 

observances, both held annually during Spring in the 

northern hemisphere. These are intended to raise 

awareness of and appreciation for the Earth’s 

environment. The United Nations celebrates Earth 

Day each year on the vernal (March) equinox while a 

global observance in many countries is held each 

year on April 22.  

2 – 8 May  Compost Awareness Week  

This year, Compost Awareness Week will take place 

between 2-8 May 2010. This years theme is 'Give it 

a Grow' and aims to encourage us all to try 

something different, and extend our behaviour into 

new activities.  

http://www.compostawarenessweek.org.uk/ 

Did you know? 

Do one thing 

 

 

On Saturday 22nd May 

2010 Canvey Island 

Town Council in 

association with the 

RSPB are proud to present The Canvey Wildlife Day to be 

held at the new RSPB West Canvey Marsh Reserve,  

Canvey Road, Canvey Island . 

The day will be full of fun packed things to do with bouncy 

castles, face painters, refreshment stalls, and of course 

what birds can be seen on the new RSPB site.  

Guest wildlife celebrities’  from The BBC ‘The One Show’ 

Mike Dilger and Des Colman will be in attendance.  

There will be various displays from members of other local 

wildlife groups, that can be found in the marquee along 

with guest speakers. 

Entrance is free, the car park opens at 10.30am with the 

event opening at 11am and closing at 4pm.  

Local events  


